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IN THE CLAIMS; 

1 .(Cancelled): A vehide roof support, comprising: 

an elongated base member having a roughly T-shaped cross-sectional shape; 

a chord having a roughly T-shaped cross-sectional shape disposed in a common 
plane with respect to the elongated base member and spaced from the 
elongated base member along a portion of the lengths of the members; 
and 

a support element disposed between the elongated base member and the chord 
joining the elongated base member to the chord. 

2. (Cancelled): A vehicle roof support as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising: 

the chord and the elongated base member each comprising an upright member 
corresponding to the upright of the T and a Iross member con-esponding 
to the upper cross bar of the T. 

3. (Currently Amended): A vehicle roof support, fu r ther comprising: 

an elongated base member having a roughly T-shaped cross-sectional shape 

with an uprioht mem ber corresponding to the uprioht of the T and a nmss 
member corres ponding to the upper cross bar of the T : 

a chord having a roughly T-shaped cross-sectional shape with an upright 
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member corresponding to the upright of the T and a cross member 
corresponding to the upper cross bar of the T, the chord being disposed in 
a common plane with respect to the elongated base member and spaced 
from the elongated base member along a portion of the l e ngths length of 
the elongated basq member tnembefs; 

a support element disposed between the elongated base member and the chord 
joining the elongated base member to the chord; 

the chord and th e elongated base member eaeh further comprising an elongated 
pocket nestled to one side of the upright member at a juncture between 
the upright member and cross member an u p right m e mber corresp o nding 
to the upright of the T and a cross m e mb er co r r e sponding to th e -t i p p^ 
cross bar of the T ; and 

the chord having a contoured profile aliowing a side of the cross member to fit 
against an underside of a vehicle roof. 

4. (Cancelled): A vehicle roof support as set forth in claim 3, the elongated base 
member further comprising an elongated pocket nestled to one side of the upright 
member at a juncture between the upright member and cross member. 

5. (Cun'ently Amended): A vehicle roof support as set forth in claim 3 4, the support 
element comprising a plurality of gussets. 

6. (Original): A vehicle roof support as set forth In claim 5, further comprising: 
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the plurality of gussets being oriented to lie In the common plane of alignment of 
the chord and the elongated base member and extending from points of 
connection between the gussets and the upright members of the 
elongated base member and the chord, respectively. 

7. (Orlginal): A vehicle roof support as set forth In claim 6. further comprising: 

several of the plurality of gussets including notches along side thereof to define 
frames for conduits to pass through the vehicle roof support element. 

8. (0riginal): A vehicle roof support as set forth in claim 7, further comprising an 
elongated hook along an edge of each gusset which is shaped to cooperate with the 
elongated pocl^t. 

9. {Cunrently Amended): A vehicle roof support as set forth in claim 3, the support 
element further comprising one or mace sheet sections. 

1 0. (Originai): A vehicle roof support as set forth in daim 9. the elongated base member 
further comprising an elongated pocket nestled to one side of the upright member at a 
juncture between the upright member and cross member. 



1 1 .(Original): A vehicle roof support as set forth in daim 10. further 



comprising: 



the sheet secOon Induding a notch Into one edge defining a frame for a conduit 
to pass. 

12.(0riglnal): A vehicle roof support as set forth in claim 1 1 . further comprising an 
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elongated hook along an edge of the sheet section. 

1 3. (Currently Amended): A rafter comprising: 

a lower rail and an upper rail, each being of sufficient length to extend from side 
to side of a roof of a vehicle; 

the lower and the upper rail each comprising a cross member and an upright 

member, the upper member extending outwardly perpendicular from one 
face of the cross member, the upper and lower rails being disposed in a 
common plane with their respective upright members extending toward 
one another across an opening of varying width; 

at least a first member attached to the upright members and extending between 
the lower and upper rails to join the upper and lower rails to one another; 
and 

the cross member of the upper rail having a second face exhibiting a curve of a 
selected, finite radius conformed ewved to fit against an underside 
surface of the roof of a vehicle. 

14. (Origlnal): A rafter as claimed in claim 13, further comprising: 

the lower rail comprising an elongated pocket defined between one side of the 
upright member and a side of the cross member to one side of the upright 
member. 
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16.(0riginal): A rafter as claimed in claim 14, said at least first member further 
comprising an elongated hook along an edge thereof for insertion into the elongated 
pocket for cooperation with the elongated pocket aiding retention of the gusset with 
respect to the lower rail. 

16. (Currehtly Amended): A rafter as claimed in claim 14 45, further comprising: 

said at least first member being among a plurality of gussets; and 

at least a first pair of the plurality of gussets being notched along adjacent edges 
to define a frame for a conduit to be passed through the rafter. 

17. (Original): A rafter as claimed in claim 16, further comprising: 

the upper and lower rails being extruded. 

18. (Original): A rafter as claimed in claim 15, further comprising: 

said at least first member being a sheet section; and 

the sheet section gussets being notched to define a frame for a conduit to be 
passed through the rafter. 
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